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Abstract: Forging a sense of community for
the Chinese nation is the need for China as a uni-
fied multi-ethnic country to realize the moderniza—
tion of its governance system and improve its gov—
ernance capacity and it is also a guarantee for
giving full play to the significant advantages of the
national institutions and national governance sys—
tem. Historical evidence shows that the concept of
“a sense of community for the Chinese nation” is
not constructed without foundation but is the re-
sult of ethnic exchanges and historical develop—
ment. On the one hand this reality is reflected in
the rich historical and political heritage and on

the other hand

cial foundation for the unification of a multi-ethnic

it is also the institutional and so—

country by pooling forces from all sides. On that
basis how to forge the sense of community for the
Chinese nation improve the modern national gov—
ernance system and enhance the national govern—
ance capacity so that it can adapt to the constantly
developing social reality is an important subject
that we need to ponder continuously both in the at
present and in the future.

In this moment of the fight against COVID-
19

herent consistency between forging the sense of

it has been demonstrated that there is an in—

community for the Chinese nation and exerting the
institutional advantages of national governance.
Based on the theoretical perspective of the “nation—
state”  this paper discusses the realistic path to
forging a sense of community for the Chinese na—
tion: from both one-way to two-ways. That is to
say there are not only top-down forces led by the

nation but also bottom-up support from ethnic re—

91

gions and non-ethnic regions; there are not only
two-way vertical interactions between the state and
ethnic regions or non-ethnic regions but also hori—
zontal two-way interactions between ethnic regions
and non-ethnic regions.

Forging a sense of community for the Chinese
nation within the context of the prevention and con-
trol of COVID-9 provides a practical reference for
improving the modern national governance system
that is national governance must promote the for—
mation of a centralized unified and more flexible
two-way coordination and interaction mechanism.
First within the vertical dimension we should
strengthen the leadership of the CPC and improve
the top-down leading mechanisms of the state and
the supporting bottom-up mechanisms on the local
level. Second within the horizontal dimension we
should give further play to the initiative of local
governments and improve the mechanisms of inter—
action exchange and cooperation among different
regions. We should realize that China in its stage
of modernization and transformation national gov—
ernance is bound to go through a process of contin—
which

is the inevitable requirement of the objective law of

uous exploration and gradual improvement
institutional evolution. In this process we need to
strengthen confidence in our theory path system
and culture constantly forge a sense of community
for the Chinese nation improve the system of na—
tional governance and achieve the common pros—
perity and development of all ethnic groups.

Key Words: forging a sense of community for
the Chinese nation; national governance system,;

“nation-state” theory; COVID9




