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Research Articles
The Establishment of the East Commandery and the Early Western Han Dynasty’s
Policy of Reining the Eastern Kingdoms Ma Menglong (4)
According to Zhi Lii (law of official salaries) in Er Nian Lii Ling (the Empress Lii’s
second year laws), Empress Lii, at her early reign, re-established the East Commandery
which had been previously abolished by Emperor Liu Bang. This decision drew lessons
from Qin’s military experience of utilizing the commandery’s geopolitical advantage in
conquering the six kingdoms. Throughout Empress Lii rule, the East Commandery acted
as a strategic base of the central government in practicing a series of geopolitical policies.
By controlling the commandery, it was not only possible to block joint invasion from
the eastern kingdoms, but also to maintain military supremacy over the three kingdoms
of Qi, Zhao and Liang, which gave her an ideal position to rein the eastern kingdoms
ruled by the descendants of Liu Bang and to reverse the unfavorable situation which she
encountered at her early reign. Also, Empress Lii enfeoffed kingdom to a number of her
family members with the East Commandery as the geographical centre, through which
she restructured the feudal system created by Liu Bang for her own needs by combining
the two principles of bloodline relationship and geopolitics. This policy of using the East
Commandery was an important political legacy left by Empress Lii and was subsequently

inherited by Emperor Wen.

The Cultural Change and the Cohesion of Ethnic Groups in the Northern Dynasties
from the Perspective of the Structural Convergence of Value Systems  Su Hang (22)

The interaction between culture and ethnicity in the Northern Dynasties indicates that
there is no one-to-one correspondence in between, and that the long prevailing ‘ethnic-

cultural determinism’ in the study of medieval history has no factual and theoretical basis.
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In a network of multicultural interaction, the so-called ‘Sinicization Mainstream’ refers
to the process whereby the high-value items of the ‘Great Tradition’ of the Central Plains
are embedded in the authoritative value structure of the non-Han people in the region
through the medium of institution, and then by ‘exemplification’, which facilitates all
aspects of society constantly approaching the mainstream form of cultures of the Central
Plains. The ultimate result is not always the assimilation of cultures and peoples, but
rather, the coalescence of diverse populations and cultures on the basis of the convergence
of high-level value forms. The formation of the Pattern of Diversity in Unity of and the
sense of community for the Chinese Nation is based on the pluralistic integration of value

structure.

The Evolution of the Provincial Institution in the Ming and Qing Dynasties from
Ritual Perspective Liu Yonghua (42)

The provincial institution of the Ming and Qing dynasties underwent an evolutionary
process from the abolition of the branch secretariat and the establishment of the three
provincial offices at the beginning of the Ming, to the subsequent establishment of
xunfu (grand coordinator in the Ming and governor in the Qing) and zongdu (supreme
commander in the Ming and governor-general in the Qing, often called dufu together
with xunfu) as well as the transformation of dufu from envoys of the court to local
officials since the mid-Ming. As a result, from the mid-Ming onwards, dufu changed
from being not entitled to participate local sacrifices, to participating occasional rituals
such as rain making or sunny day praying, and then gradually becoming engaged in
and even hosting regular local sacrifices. The ritual status of dufu was officially set up
in 1751. Since then, dufu further established their dominance upon local high-ranking
officials such as provincial administration commissioners or surveillance commissioners
at rituals by compiling books of provincial sacrifices and hosting local regular spring
and autumn rituals, and leading the incense offering at the first and fifteenth days of the
lunar months. When dufu were gradually engaged in local sacrifices, changes also took

place at to objects of the provincial sacrifices. Titles of capital and provincial city gods
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