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“Co-governance of Tusi and Appointed Officials” and
the Historical Construction of the Sense of
Community for the Chinese Nation

Yang Shihong' , Ma Dongzhi’

(1. Division of Veteran's Affairs,Northwest Minzu University,LLanzhou 730030, China;
2. Organization Department of the CPC Committee of Diebu County of Gannan,Diebu 747400, China)

[ Abstract ] As the development and perfection of “Jimi system” in the Tang Dynasty,the Tusi (chief-
tain) system originated in the end of Yuan Dynasty, prospered in the Ming Dynasty, waned in the Qing
Dynasty,and is the institutional arrangement to govern border areas in the past feudal dynasties. The
Tusi system and local governments formed the system of “co-governance of Tusi and appointed offi-
cials” , which played a significant role in ethnic exchange,communication and integration,and the con-
solidation of the sense of community for the Chinese nation. Tusi title inheritance should be reported
to the higher body gradually, the order of the one to inherit the title should be the direct line of de-
scent. Officials at various levels are the ones to be held accountable, the military Tusi should be repor-
ted to the Department of War in feudal China,and the Department of War should propose and submit
a memorial to the emperor. The legal age of Tusi title inheritance is 15;the very inheritance should be
in accordance with popular opinion,and be verified only with the help of proofs such as pedigree, cer-
tificates of original title granting,and recommendations from neighboring Tusi,etc.

[ Key words | amemorial to the throne; Tusi of Taozhou;submit a memorial to the throne;the one to be

held accountable;proposal and memorial submitted by the Department of War in feudal China



