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“Rou Yuanren” ; The Practical Principle of Confucianism
in Handling Ethnic Affairs

YANG Xiaowei HE Ming

Abstract; As an important ideological source of Chinese culture, the ideological concepts and practical
principles of Confucianism for the “four barbarians” other than the Huaxia nationality undoubtedly have
played a leading role in the formation of traditional national ideological concepts, institutional design and
practice models for handling national affairs in our country. “Rou Yuanren” ( treating people from afar with
caring attitude ) , which first appeared in The Docirine of the Mean, originated from the Confucian
“benevolence” ideas of “loving others” and “being sincere”, and has become the “moderate mean”
principle for dealing with ethnic affairs through the thinking logic of “extending love until it includes the

i

distant members of society”, “extending himself so as to include others” and the political logic of
“cultivating selves, regulating families, governing states and making the world at peace”. It requires state
rulers to recruit and appease groups with differences from Chinese culture with a gentle, tolerant, respectful
attitude and flexible, changeable, and exceptional measures, so as to achieve the goal of “ position
education” with nature and society belonging to their respective places, and each having its own place and
nature to ensure that all things are in harmony and coexist, and the common people live in peace and
happiness. This concept has established the basic principles of institutional arrangements and practical
strategies for dealing with ethnic affairs in ancient times in our country, and has had a profound impact on
the promotion of exchanges, communication and integration of various ethnic groups and the formation of the
community for Chinese nation.

Key Words: The Docirine of the Mean; “Rou Yuanren” ( treating people from afar with caring

attitude ) ; Confucian national thought; the community for the Chinese nation
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