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The Use of Ethnic Classics for Instructive Functions and the

Enhancement of a Sense of Community for the Chinese Nation

LUO Jun YANG Shiheng WANG Xuxia

Abstract: Ethnic classics are an important component of the Chinese ethnic culture

closely related to ethnic languages and customs. Historically they are not
only a main vehicle of traditional knowledge imparting but also a significant
medium for ethical and moral education. Appearing mainly in rthymed essays
or prose essays they record a variety of ethnic cultural legacies such as ep—
ics riddles proverbs mythologies tales and legends many of which deal
with the harmonious relationship between people of different Chinese ethnic—
ities and thus can serve as evidences of the enhancement of a sense of com—
munity for the Chinese nation. It is argued that ethnic classics contain high—
quality cultural and instructive functions conducive to the cultivation of no—

tions of life value and world.

Key words: enhancement of a sense of community for the Chinese nation; ethnic clas—

sics; instructive function
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