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The Main Theoretical Origin and Politicization Effect
of the Concept of “Chinese National Community” :Based on the

Sinicization of Marxist Thought about Community
YANG Xu’ai

Abstract: Concept is the cornerstone of theory, the outlet of thought and the “public reference of meaning” .
As a new concept of contemporary Chinese social science, “Community for the Chinese Nation” has evolved
into a basic concept of Chinese academic and political theory in the new era. It is found that the introduction,
dissemination and politicization of this concept is the result of the sinicization of Marxist thought about
community and ethno—national theory. Politicization has made it develop from a descriptive concept initially used
only in the academic field to a descriptive, normative, reflective and critical concept simultaneously used in
the academic, journalistic, educational and political fields. Compared with concepts such as “Chinese nation”
and “The Pluralistic Integration of the Chinese Nation”, this concept can not only clearly express the meaning
and value orientation of the Chinese nation, which is made up of various ethnic groups in China, as a whole,
but also express the meaning of the Chinese nation as a nation—state with a pluralistic unity structure, as well as
the dominance of “unity” over “diversity”, and the support of “diversity” to “unity” . The release of the
thought and practical guiding power contained in it are still in the initial stage, and there is still a long way to go
to reconstruct the knowledge system about the Chinese nation with it as the core concept and theoretical
foundation.

Keywords: Chinese National Community; Concept; Marxist Thought about Community; Theoretical Origin;
Politicization Effect



